

































































CONSTITUTIONS

GENERAL INFORMATION ON STATE CONSTITUTIONS—Continued

. mm“m.ﬂmmt:hmnwmmmwum

(b)Euhl::fl::Wumdr:;uhmbmm and are
not printed in the current edition ol constitution total adopted
does not include five ts that were in

() Colonial charters with some alter. ations served as the first constitu-
tions in Connecticut (1638, 1662) and in Rhode Island (1663).
(d) Proposed amendments are not submitted to the voters in Delaware.
(e) The new Geor;tl constitution eliminates the need for local amend-
ments, which have been a long-term problem for state constitution makers.
(f) As a kingdom and a republic, Hawaii had five
mmwmmmwmuummm
nullified by the state supreme court in lowa (three), Kansas (one),
Nevada (six) and Wisconsin (m]
fr;ﬁthuhlnopeum ti‘] plmaucdbykpshl
in T until im| ion.
inted constitution includes many provisions that have been an-
length of effective provisions is an estimated 24,122 words
(12,400 annulled) in Massachusetts and, in Rhode Island before the *‘re-
write'" of the constritution in 1986, it was 11,399 words (7,627 annulled).
(i) The constitution of 1784 was extensively revised in 1792, show

d by the voters

m mhlummldopmlhlm

(k)‘l"he and approval of the con-
stitution of mrmamx&m“mw

tions included in some counts of constitutional amendments and would
lddlwomﬂleﬂm!mu:hmhm
mmmwuﬂu&memdmummln.Ml;uWM
the voters which were, by decisions of t! |
Courts, rendered inoperative or ruled invalid, unconstitutional, or illegal-

Iy submitted.
(m) Certain sections of the constitution were revised by the limited con-
Amendments and adopted are

ﬂ%mmﬁwoﬂ%‘!#.

sacwide elfet the remainde: s ocas amemamenss.
[o)A:o!'lﬂl ammmmMumm

130 were of general statewide ¢ muandmmlwﬂ the voters rejected

78 local), and 443 (96 iatcwide. 347

).mmmmm

B!{I!nmidn 11&«1 Of the remaini
d to ap|
local) were finally added to the o i
(p) The number of amendments is from 1984-1989.
(q) The total excludes one amendment ruled void by a federal district
courn.
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CONSTITUTIONS

Table 1.2
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT PROCEDURE: BY THE LEGISLATURE
Constitutional Provisions ol
Legisiative vote Limitation on the number
State or other quired for Ci jon by two Vore m,{ar of amendments submitted
Jurisdiction proposal (a) mﬁm required rati at one election
Majority vote on amendment None
Majority vote on amendment None
Majority vote on amendment None
Majority vote on amendment E]
Majority vote on d None
vote on amendment None (b)
vote on amendment
No referendum
M y vote on amendment None
M y vote on amendment None
vote on amendment (e) None
vote on amendment
i 3 articles
y vote on amendment
vote on amendment None
Majority vote on amendment 5
Majority vole on amendment 4
Majority vote on amendment (g) None
Majority vote on amendment None
Majority vote on amendment None
M. y vote on None
;.J vote on d None
jority vote in election None
Majority vote ; amendment None
Majority vote on amendment None
kl‘:t:y vote on amendment None
ority vote on amendment (e) None
Majority vote on amendment None
2/3 vote on amendment MNone
Majority vote on amendment None (1)
Majority vote on amendment (m) None
Majority vote on amendment None
Majority vote on amendment None
Majority vote on amendment None
Majority vote on amendment None
ority vote on amendment None
ty vote on amendment None
E&:w vote on amendment None
y volte on amendment None
M. on d None
» vote on amendment None
A vote in election (r) None
A vote on amendment None
A vole on d None
Majority vote on 4 None
Majority vote on None
Majority vote on lmndmem None
Majority vote on amendment None
Majority vote on amendment None
Majority vote in election None
ty vote on amendment (t) None
/4 mfhr vole on amendment None
R RO 2/3 (n) No Majority vote on 3
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CONSTITUTIONS

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT PROCEDURE: BY THE LEGISLATURE—
Continued

{a) In all states not otherwise noted, Mmmmr.hu?hmrﬁm

pwﬁehfmlluthhdmﬂdmhnlm

to the prop of elected bers in
of constitutional amendments.

) Legislature may not propose amendments to more than six articles
of the constitution in the same legislative session.
(clnmtmhlmmmhmumm or majority vote in
each house in two i which an election has intervened.
(d) Two-thirds vote in each house at one session, or majority vote in
clchhouulnlwmdom

(e) Mi ! muuheuhﬂiﬂpumto!lbeloul
vmuulllhdmion or, at a special election, a majority of the
uﬂwdwhnhmbeuhnwwmﬂuuloulmbuﬂfrqmm
voters.

(gll'r 'yrmmpotl'i‘nulww:{dumofn&h m ected, majorit

ive or fewer y

in state as a whole and also in affected mbdhrimn{s)hwquimd

(h) Two-thirds of both houses.

(i) Majority of members elected sitting in joint session.

(i) The two-thirds must include not less than a majority elected to each

&)Thrwﬁﬂhldlﬂmhﬂ!ofudtmumm.um
1y ol‘dlmmbul of each house for lwm
Mifap d is not approved at the electi n when sub-
mitted, neither the same amendment nor one which would make substan-
tially the same change for the constitution may be again submitted to the

mlmm lwmhmﬂmmdmedlndww
lhne-h fourths of electors voting in state and two-thirds of those voting in
each county

(n) Majodly vote to amend constitution, two-thirds to revise (*'revise
) i s as gem:)aaﬁby wo.thirds voe o each

0) ma t vole 0

mfollomdbynnncnimby, held
at mmmmw

(p) Two-thirds of members of each house, first passage; majority of mem-
bmufuchmmupowhrmﬁmm

(q) Majority of members elected 1o both houses, first passage; two- thirds
of members elected to both houses, second passage.

(r) Majority oflﬂdhnmvottn‘ for governor.

(s) Two-thirds vote senate, majority vote house, first passage; majority

h houses, second passage. As of 1974, amendments mlyb:whnilted

Illm'zu r‘r‘aﬂ«mwu.rammmw submit amend-

m} If bgmnhtho[mbuxofmhhm amendment(s)

1o voters at special referendum; if approved by not less than

thn:elmﬂluullotﬂmbenofmhhome.mfeundmmh:hcﬁ
at next general election
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CONSTITUTIONS

Table 1.3

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT PROCEDURE: BY INITIATIVE
Constitutional Provisions

State or other Number of signatures required Distribution of Referendum
AMRORE. .. i s uiveinns 15% of total votes cast for all candidates for governor at last None specified. Majority vole on d
Arkansas ........ e 10% of voters for governor at last election. Must include 5% of vot- Majority vote on amendment.

ers for governor in each
of 15 counties.
California........... m:mﬂmf«aﬂmrwmﬂhﬂ None specified. Majority vote on amendment.
Colorado ........... 5% of l:t’d‘:rll votes for all candidates for secretary of state  None specified. Majority vote on amendiment.
at last election.
Florda .......oo0000 8% of total votes cast in the state in the last election for 8% of total voles cast in - Majority vole on amendment.
presidential electors. each of 1/2 of the con-
gressional districts.
1llinois (a) 8% of total votes cast for candidates for governor at last None specified. Majority voting in election or
election. /5 m;a amendment.

3% of total votes cast for biennial state

governor at preceding
election (not less than 25,000 qualified voters).

No more than 1/4 from
any one county.

M ty vote on amendment
must be 30% of total
ballots cast at election,

Michigan ........... 10% of total voters for all at last gub ial  None specified. Majority vote on amendment.

election.

Missowri .....co00n0s 8% of legal voters for all candidates for governor at last The“umuubeiumh Maj vole on

election. of 2/3 of the
al districts in the state.
Montana ., ......o0ies 10% of qualified electors, the number of qualified electorsto  The 10% to include at least Maj vote on
bedﬂumincdmumberofvutuuuforlowinw- 10% of qualified electors
ceding general ion. in each of 2/5 of the leg-
islative districts.

Nebrasks ........... 10% of total votes for governor at last election. The 10% must inciude  Majority vote on d
S%ineachof 2/5ofthe  which must be at least 35% of
counties. total vote at the election.

Nevada ...covnvivnns 10% of voters who voted in entire state in last general elec- 10% of total voters who  Majority vote on

tion. voted in each of 75%of  in two consecutive unml
the counties. eclections,

North Dakota ....... 4% of population of the state. None specified. Majority vote on d

D e varineans 10% of total number of electors who voted for in At jeast § jority vote on amendment.

last election. DN hmm i
counties in the state.

Oklshoma . ........, 15% of legal voters for state office receiving highest number  None specified. Aaj vote on

of voters at last general state election. 2 =
Oegon ....ovvvurvas 8% of total votes for all candidates for governor at last ~ None specified. Majority vote on d
n at which governor was elected for four-year term.

South Dakots .....,. 10% of total votes for governor in last election. None specified, Majority vote on amendment.

No. Mariana Islands 50% of qualified voters of In addition, 25% of quali-  Majority vote on d
fied voters in each sena- if legislature it by
torial district majority vote; if not, at least

2/3 vote in each of two sena-
torial districts in addition to
a majority vote.
(a) Only Article IV, the Legislature, may be amended by initiative pe- must be approved at a successively elected legis-
ure by not less 1 m-fuuﬂhoflllmembu'ulecwd sitting in joint

2 lat
(b) Before being submitted to the electorate for ratification, initiative session.
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CONSTITUTIONS

Table 1.4
PROCEDURES FOR CALLING CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTIONS
Constitutional Provisions

Lu,nfm;} vole for‘ A::pu.n'u: vote Periodic submission Popular vote required

State or other Provision for of convention Jfor ratification of
Jurisdiction i question (a) q quired (b) convention proposals
Alabamsa Yes Majority ME No Not fied
Alaska. . Yes No provision (c,d) (c) 10 years (c) Not specified (c)
Arizona Yes Majority (e) No MP
No No
Yes 23 MP No MP
Yes 23 MP No ME
Yes 2/3 MP 20 years ()
Yes 2/3 MP No No provision
Yes [5) MP No Not specified
Yes (C)] No No MP
Yes Not specified MP 9 years MP (h)
Yes /3 MP Not specified
Yes 3/ (i) 20 years; 1988 MP
No No
Yes Majority MP 10 years; 1970 MP
Yes 23 MP No MP
Yes Majority (j) MP (k) No No provision
Yes (d) No o
Yes (d) No No No provision
Yes Majority ME 20 years; 1970 MP
No No Not specified
Yes Majority MP 16 years; 1978 MP
Yes 2/3 ME No 3/5 voting on
proposal
No No
Yes Majority MP 20 years; 1962 Not specified (1)
Yes (m) 2/3 (n) MP 20 years MP
es /s MP (o) No MP
Yes 21 ME No No provision
Yes Majority MP 10 years 2/3 voting on
proposal
No No
Yes 23 MP No Not specified
Yes Majority MP 20 years; 1957 MP
Yes 23 MP No MP
No No
Yes 2/3 MP 20 years; 1932 MP
Yes Majority (e) 20 years
Yes Majority (e) No No provision
No No
Yes Majority MP 10 years MP .
Yes ()] ME o No provision
Yes [C1] No p
Yes (q) Majority g’? No MP
No No
Yes 23 ME No MP
No No
Yes (d) No No MP
Yes /3 ME No Not specified
Yes Majority MP No Not specified
Yes Majority MP No No provision
Yes /3 ME No Not specified
Yes ir) No No ME (s)
Yes Majority (t) 23 No (u) MP and at least 2/3
in each of 2 senatorial
Sistrh
Puerto Rico ........... Yes 23 MP No MP
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CONSTITUTIONS

PROCEDURES FOR CALLING CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTIONS—Continued

require majority
mﬂ‘mm Dakota, the question of calling
be initiated by the in the same manner as an amendment to the con-
l.hlﬂ.hn(su'!‘abkl ) and requires a majority vote on the question for

e)mhvulliu must be ap d
1) The shlﬂmbmitlhmleﬂhnioml

vention, or 20 years after the last vote on the question of

tion, whichever date is last.

(g) The power to call a convention is reserved to the people by petition.

the people.
the last con-

46 The Book of the States 1990-91

(h) The majority must be 50 percent of the total votes cast at a
chuiunornllp‘iilll .amljnﬂ:yu‘f)f vmwluwm

submit-

ted by the legislature or by petition to the of state

in the same manner as 3
(n) Two-thirds of all members of the

nﬁuhlﬂdmoﬂuﬂmmhﬁm
mmuunm_gwmw;y«Muu
tional committee appointed by the governor. Delegates to the convention
mwhﬂh“mmﬂ.ﬁmmhﬁmlm

Con
(r) Five

(s) If prop am are d by the mmmh
submitted to the U.S. $ y of the Interi p
(1) The initiative bhuwmumﬁmu

. tion must be 25% of the volers
mnhﬂ?!hinlmmmww P

(u) The legislature was required to submit the referendum no later than
seven years after the effective date of the constitution, The convention was
held in 1985; 45 di were submitted to the voters,
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