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Table 4.5
METHODS FOR REMOVAL OF JUDGES AND FILLING OF VACANCIES

State or other

jurisdiction How removed Vacancies: how filled

Alabama ........ccevirienenne Judicial Inquiry Commission investigates, receivesnitiates complaints concerning By gubernatodgpointment.
any judge. Complaints are filed with the Court of Sieliciary, which is empowered to At next general ébecheld after
remove, suspend, censure or otherwise disciplidggs in the state. appointee has been in office one

Judges are subject to impeachment. year, office is filled for a full term.
In some counties, vacancies in
circuit and district courts are filled
by gubernatorial appointment on
nominations made by judicial
commission.

Alaska ..o Justices and judges subject to impeachment foreasdnce or misfeasance in By gubernatorial appoirttme
performance of official duties. from nominations submitted by

On recommendation of Judicial Qualifications Consiua or on its own motion, Judicial Council.
Supreme Court may suspend judge without salary \jlndge pleads guilty or no
contest or is found guilty of a crime punishabldelsny under state or federal
law or of any other crime involving moral turpitudeder that law. If conviction
is reversed, suspension terminates and judge dssadary for period of suspension.

If conviction becomes final, judge is removed from edfby Supreme Court.

On recommendation of Judicial Qualifications Consits, Supreme Court may
censure or remove a judge for action (occurringmote than six years before
commencement of current term) which constitutesfwfithisconduct in office, willful
and persistent failure to perform duties, habitns@mperance or conduct prejudicial to
the administration of justice that brings the judiaffice into disrepute. The court may
also retire a judge for disability that seriousiyeirferes with the performance of duties
and is (or is likely to become) permanent.

Arizona.. Judges subject to recall election. Electors, equal in nutl®5 percent of votes cast in Vacancies on Supreme Court
last election for judge, may petition for judge’'sabc court of appeals, and superior

All Supreme Court, court of appeals, and superdartjudges (judges of courts courts (in countieth\wopulation
of record) are subject to impeachment. over 250,000) are filled by the

On recommendation of Commission on Judicial lfinations or on its own motion, governor from jeiil appointment
Supreme Court may suspend without salary, a judgepidads guilty or no contest or commission listscahcies on
is found guilty of a crime punishable as felonyimrolving moral turpitude under state superior csunt counties of less
or federal law. If conviction is reversed, suspens@minates and judge is paid salary than 250,000 medijlled by
for period of suspension. If conviction becomesifijudge is removed from office by gubernatorial appoent
by Supreme Court. until next general election when

Upon recommendation of Commission on Judicial Qicaliions, Supreme Court judge is elected to fitheender
may remove a judge for willful misconduct in office, il and persistent failure to of unexpired term. Vacias on
perform duties, habitual intemperance or conduejuuficial to the administration of justice courte &itled by appoint-
of justice that brings the office into disrepute eTBourt may also retire a judge for ment by countydobsupervisors.
a disability that seriously interferes with perf@amte of duties and is (or is likely to
become) permanent.

Arkansas .......ccocoeveveenn Supreme, appellate, circuit and chancery courtgsdare subject to removal by By gubernatorial appoémt.
impeachment or by the governor upon the joint astle two-thirds of the members Appointee servesaiader of
elected to each house of the General Assembly. unexpired term if it expires at next

On recommendation of Judicial Discipline & DisatyilCommission, the Supreme general election.

Court may suspend, with or without pay, or remove gguiibr conviction of any offense
punishable as a felony under the laws of ArkansabeotJnited States; for conviction

of a criminal act that reflects adversely on the jusigenesty, trustworthiness or
fitness as a judge in other respects; for condwatiing dishonesty, fraud, deceit or
misrepresentation; for conduct that is prejudictathe administration of justice; for a
willful violation of the Code of Judicial Conduct the Rules of Professional Responsibility;
for willful and persistent failure to perform the dagtiof office; or for habitual intemperance
in the use of alcohol or other drugs.

California.....ccccoeueruence All judges subject to impeachment for misconduct. Vacancies on appellate courts are

All judges subject to recall election. filled by gubernatorial appointment

On recommendation of the Commission on JudiciafdPerance or on its own motion, with approval of Coission on
the Supreme Court may suspend a judge withoutysalaen the judge pleads guilty or  Judicial Appointigeuntil next

no contest or is found guilty of a crime punishadea felony or any other crime that general elaaiovhich time
involves moral turpitude under that law. If convictisreversed, suspension terminates  appointee has theorigitome a
and judge is paid salary for period of suspensiboonviction becomes final, judge candidate. Vacasa@n superior
is removed from office by Supreme Court. courts are filled by gubernatorial

Commission on Judicial Performance, may removegudg willful misconduct in appointment for remaindzfr
office, persistent failure or inability to perform degi habitual intemperence or unexpired term; onigestourts
conduct prejudicial to the administration of justithat brings the office into disrepute, by appointnoéicounty board of
subject to petition to Supreme Court. The commissi@y also retire a judge for supervisors or by notigen
disability that seriously interferes with perforneanof duties and is (or is likely to special elentio

become) permanent.
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JUDICIARY

State or other
jurisdiction How removed Vacancies: how filled
Colorado ......ccoevereeneenne Supreme, appeals and district court judges areestlj impeachment for high crimes By gubernataajgbointment
and misdemeanors or malfeasance in office by two-thiotis of Senate. (or mayoral appointment in case of
Supreme Court, on its own motion or upon petitioaymemove a judge from office ~ Denver county court) froames
upon final conviction for a crime punishable asbfiy under state or federal law or of ~ submittedappropriate judicial
any other crime involving moral turpitude under treat.| nominating commission.
Upon recommendation of Commission on Judicial pee, Supreme Court may
remove or discipline a judge for willful misconduataffice, willful or persistent
failure to perform the duties of office, intemperameeviolation of judicial conduct, or
for disability that seriously interferes with pemfieance and is (or is likely to become)
permanent.
Denver county judges are removed in accordance ehigliter and ordinance
provisions.
Connecticut .........cccvuunne. Supreme and superior court judges are subjectmoval by impeachment or by the If General Assenthiy 5ession,
governor on the address of two-thirds of each houskeoGeneral Assembly. vacancies are filled by governo
On recommendation of Judicial Review Council oritsrown motion, the Supreme exclusively from cantiéda
Court may remove or suspend a judge of the Supmrseaperior court after an submitted by the JudiBilkection
investigation and hearing. If the investigationadiwes a Supreme Court justice, such Commission apdiated by the
judge is disqualified from participating in the peedings. If a judge becomes General Assembly. @tker
permanently incapacitated and cannot adequatelyl filé duties of office, the vacancies are fillethfgorarily by
judge may be retired for disability by the Judidreview Council on its own motion gubernatorial aippment.
or on application of the judge.
Delaware ... Judges are subject to impeachment for treason, bribenydtigh crime or misdemeanor. Vacancies are filled byeguw,

The Court on the Judiciary may (after investigationl hearing) censure or remove a
judge for willful misconduct in office, willful angersistent failure to perform the
duties of office or an offense involving moral turpieudr other persistent misconduct
in violation of judicial ethics. The Court may alsgtire a judge for permanent mental
or physical disability interfering with the perfoamce of duties.

Florida Supreme Court, district courts of appeal and circaurt judges are subject to
impeachment for misdemeanors in office.

On recommendation of Judicial Qualifications Consitgs, Supreme Court may
discipline or remove a judge for willful or persist failure to perform duties or for
conduct unbecoming to a member of the judiciaryetire a judge for a disability that
seriously interferes with the performance of dugied is (or is likely to become) permanent.

Georgia... Judges are subject to impeachment for cause.
Upon recommendation of the Judicial Qualificati@@smmission (after investigation

of alleged misconduct), the Supreme Court mayegtemove or censure any judge.

with consent géniaof all
members of serfedm nominees
whose names areigabrby
judicial nomimatommission.

By gubernatorial appoént,

from nominees recommended by

appropriate judicial nonimgat
commission.

By gubernatorial appointment
(by executive oraernonpartisan
basis from namenitted by

Judicial Nominating Commission.

Upon recommendation of the Commission on Judiciatipline (after investigation
and hearings), the Supreme Court may reprimandipdiise, suspend (with or without
salary), retire or remove any judge as a result of midgot or disability.

Vacancies on Supremegr-
mediate court ppeals and circuit
courts are filled by gubernaabr

appointment (subject to consent of
Senate) from names submitted by
Judicial Selection Committee.
Vacancies on district courts are
filled by appointment by chief
justice from names submitted by
Committee.

Judges are subject to impeachment for cause.

Upon recommendation by Judicial Council, Supremer€fter investigation) may
remove judges of Supreme Court, court of appealsdistrict court judges.

District court judges (or judicial district sittinen banc), by majority vote in
accordance with Supreme Court rules, may removeastrates for cause. District
Magistrate’s Commission may remove magistrates witleause during first 18

Vacancies on Supreme Court,
court of appeals arsdritt courts
are filled by gubernatogppoint-
ment from names submitted by
Judicial Council foreupired
term. Vacancies in magisttates

months of service. division of district court are filled
by District Magistrate’s Commission

for remainder of unexpired term.

HIINOIS . Judges are subject to impeachment for cause.
The Judicial Inquiry Board files complaints withetiCourts Commission which may
remove, suspend without pay, censure or reprimgndge for willful misconduct in

office, persistent failure to perform duties or othenduct prejudicial to the

Vacancies on Supreme, appellate
and circuit courtsfdlied by

appointment by supremourt

until general election.

administration of justice or that brings the judicoffice into disrepute. The Commission

may also suspend (with or without pay) or retire dggifor mental or physical disability.

Indiana Upon recommendation of the Judicial Qualificai@ommission or on its own

motion, the Supreme Court may suspend or remowappgellate judge for pleading

Vacancies on Supreme Court
and court of appeadsfiled by

guilty or no contest to a felony crime involving rabturpitude. The Supreme Court
may also retire, censure or remove a judge forrathegters.
The Supreme Court may also discipline or suspetitbwi pay a non-appellate judge.

governor from lisghofe nominees
presented by judicial nominating

commission. Vaesneoh circuit
courts are filled by gubernatorial
appointment until general election.
Vacancies on most superior courts
are filled by gubernatorial
appointment.
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METHODS FOR REMOVAL OF JUDGES AND FILLING OF VACANCIES — Continued

State or other

jurisdiction How removed Vacancies: how filled
1OWA oo Supreme and district court judges are subject fmemehment for misdemeanor Governor fills vacanadies f
or malfeasance in office. lists submitted by judicial

Upon recommendation of Commission on Judicial Qicaliions, the Supreme Court  nominating commission.
may retire a Supreme, district or associate disuidge for permanent disability, or
remove such judge for failure to perform dutieshitieal intemperance, willful
misconduct, conduct which brings the office into erte or substantial violations of
the canons of judicial ethics.
Judicial magistrates may be removed by a tribum&hé judicial election district of
the magistrate’s residence.

Kansas ......cccooeveeneureennens All judges are subject to impeachment for treaswibery or other high crimes and Vacancies on Supr@uourt
misdemeanors. and court of appeals are filled on
Supreme Court justices are subject to retiremeonwgertification to the governor nonpartisan bagigbvernor
(after a hearing by the Supreme Court Nominating@®dssion) that such justice is so from nominatiomisrsitted by
incapacitated as to be unable to perform adequételyluties of office. Supreme Court nominating

Upon recommendation of the Judicial Qualificati@mmmission, the Supreme Court commission. Vacarariedistrict
may retire for incapacity, discipline, suspend or remiovecause any judge below the courts (in areas esbemmission
Supreme Court level. plan has not been adopted) are

filled by gubernatorial appointment
until next general election, when
vacancy is filled for remainder of
unexpired term; in areas where
commission plan has been adopted,
vacancies are filled by gubernatorial
appointment from names submitted
by judicial nominating commission.

Kentucky ......ccocveceeneens Judges are subject to impeachment for misdemeanafice. By gubernatorial appointment
Retirement and Removal Commission, subject to rafggocedure established by (from names submityed b
Supreme Court, may retire for disability, suspenthait pay or remove for good appropriate judicial naatiimgy
cause any judge. The Commission’s actions are suttjgeview by Supreme Court. commission) or by chisfige if

governor fails to act within 60
days. Appointees serve until next
general election after their
appointment at which time
vacancy is filled.

Louisiana .....ccccoeveeernenns Judges are subject to impeachment for commissi@omviction of felony or Vacancies are filled by Supeem
malfeasance or gross misconduct. Court appointment if remainder of
Upon investigation and recommendation by Judictaoynmission, Supreme unexpired term is six months or

Court may censure, suspend (with or without salasrove from office or retire less; if longer than signths,

involuntarily a judge for misconduct relating to offitduties, willful and persistent vacancies arkefllin special

failure to perform duties, persistent and publiaduact prejudicial to the administration  election.
of justice that brings the office into disrepute conduct while in office which would

constitute a felony or conviction of felony. The Connay also retire a judge for

disability which is (or is likely to become) perneant.

Maine....ccocoeuveeerricierens Judges are subject to removal by impeachment golvgrnor upon the joint address Vacancies are fijegovernor,
of the legislature. subject to review by joint standing
Upon recommendation of the Committee on Judicialp@esibility and Disability, committee on the judigjaand to
the Supreme Judicial Court may remove, retire scigline any judge. Senate confirmation.
Maryland .......ccooeevinennee Judges are subject to impeachment. Vacancies are filled by governor
Judges of Court of Appeals, court of special appéaéd,courts of general with advice and consent ofse,

jurisdiction and district courts are subject to realdwy governor on judge’s conviction  from names submiitig judicial
in court of law, impeachment, or physical or meniahdility. Judges are also subject to  nominating céssion.
removal upon joint address of the legislature.
Upon recommendation of the Commission on Judiciahbilities (after hearing), the
Court of Appeals may remove or retire a judge for misemt in office, persistent failure
to perform duties, conduct prejudicial to the progéministration of justice, or disability that
seriously interferes with the performance of dusied is (or is likely to become) permanent.
Elected judges convicted of felony or misdemeaetating to public duties and
involving moral turpitude may be removed from office ipecation of law when
conviction becomes final.

Massachusetts . Judges are subject to impeachment. Vacancies are filled by governor,
The governor, with the consent of the Executive Coumneély remove judges upon with advice and consent of
joint address of the legislature, and may alscee(adthearing and with consent of the Executive Cdufrom names
Council) retire a judge because of advanced ageemtal or physical disability. submitted by judicraiminating
The Commission on Judicial Conduct, using ruleprotedure approved by the commission.

Supreme Judicial Court, may investigate the actiomygfjadge that may, by
consequence of willful misconduct in office, willfat persistent failure to perform his
duties, habitual intemperance or other conductugiejal to the administration of justice,
bring the office into disrepute.
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JUDICIARY

METHODS FOR REMOVAL OF JUDGES AND FILLING OF VACANCIES — Continued

State or other
jurisdiction How removed Vacancies: how filled
Michigan ... Judges are subject to impeachment. Vacancies in all courts of record
With the concurrence of two-thirds of the membershef legislature, the governor are filled by gubernat@ppoint-
may remove a judge for reasonable cause insufficientrfpeachment. ment from nominees recommended
Upon recommendation of Judicial Tenure Commissiompr&ue Court may censure, by a bar committee. Appeinte
suspend (with or without salary), retire or removedgpifor conviction of a felony, serves until next gehelection
a physical or mental disability or a persistentuia to perform duties, misconduct in at which sssee is selected for
office, habitual intemperance or conduct clearly prigjiadl to the administration remainder of unexpiredn.
of justice. Vacancies on municipal courts are
filled by appointment by city
councils.
Minnesota .......cooceveees Supreme and district court judges are subject fweashment. Statutory plan to fill vacancies
Upon recommendation of Board of Judicial StandaBlgreme Court may censure, on district courts resjgjovernor
suspend (with or without salary), retire or removedggifor conviction of a felony, to appoint from nomisee
physical or mental disability or persistent failurgotaform duties, misconduct in office, recommended fudéial nomi-
habitual intemperance or conduct prejudicial to adeninistration of justice. nating commission. Vatias on
other levels of court filled by
gubernatorial appointment (no
nominating commission). Appointee
serves until general election
occurring more than one year after
appointment at which time a
successor is elected to serve a full
term.
MiSSISSIPPI .ocvvercencrcinens Judges are subject to impeachment. By gubernatorial appointment,
For reasonable cause which is not sufficient for iaghenent, the governor may, from names submitted by a
on joint address of legislature, remove judgesugirSme and inferior courts. nominating commissiore dffice
Upon recommendation of Commission on Judicial Rrerémce, Supreme Court may is filled for remainder of
remove, suspend, fine, publicly censure or reprihajudge for conviction of a felony ~ unexpected texinmext state or
(in a court outside the state), willful misconduwtllful and persistent failure to congressionalatien held more
perform duties, habitual intemperance or conduejuficial to the administration than seven monthsrafacancy.
of justice which brings the office into disrepute.€T@ommission may also retire any
judge for physical or mental disability that sesbuinterferes with performance of
duties and is (or is likely to become) permanent.
MiSSOUi .o Upon recommendation of Commission on Retiremenm®&al and Discipline, Vacancies on Supreme Court,
Supreme Court may retire, remove or discipline prmige. court of appeals, and circuit courts
Judges subject to impeachment for crime, miscondhattitual drunkenness, willful that have adoptemigossion plan
neglect of duty, corruption in office, incompetenoy,any offense involving moral are filled by governaurfr list of
turpitude or oppression in office. nominees submitted by judicial
nominating commission. Vacancies
on other circuit courts and
municipal court are filled,
respectively, by special election
and mayoral appointment.
Montana ........ccoevecnieens All judges are subject to impeachment. Vacancies on Supreme and
Upon recommendation of Judicial Standards Commisssapreme Court may district courts are filled by
suspend a judge and remove same upon convictiarfebny or other crime involving  gubernatorial apgment (with
moral turpitude. The Supreme Court may retire any jidge disability that seriously ~ confirmation by Sesjafrom
interferes with the performance of duties, and th§bisnay become) permanent. The names submitteddigigl
Court may also censure, suspend or remove any judgeilftul misconduct in office, nominating commissio
willful and persistent failure to perform dutiesphation of canons of judicial ethics Vacancies oanicipal and city
adopted by the Supreme Court or habitual intempmeran courts are filled by appointment by
city council for remainder of
unexpired term.
Nebraska .......c.ccccovvunnenee Judges are subject to impeachment. In case of ichpeent of Supreme Court Vacancies are filled by gowe

justice, judges of district court sit as court wfpieachment with two-thirds concurrence  from lisabfeast two nominees
required for conviction. In case of other judidi@peachments, Supreme Court sits as submitted bgighchominating
court of impeachment. commission.
Upon recommendation of the Commission on Judicizl@cations, the Supreme
Court may reprimand, discipline, censure, suspeneémove a judge for willful
misconduct in office, willful failure to perform des, habitual intemperance, conviction
of crime involving moral turpitude, disbarment anduct prejudicial to the administration
of justice that brings the office into disrepute. Tgreme Court also may retire a judge
for physical or mental disability that seriouslydrferes with performance of duties and
is (or is likely to become) permanent.

The Council of State Governments 143



JUDICIARY

METHODS FOR REMOVAL OF JUDGES AND FILLING OF VACANCIES — Continued

State or other

jurisdiction How removed

Vacancies: how filled

All judges, except justices of peace, are subjedmnpeachment.

Judges are also subject to removal by legislatselution and by recall election.

The Commission on Judicial Discipline may censueére or remove a Supreme
Court justice or district judge for willful miscondt, willful or persistent failure to
perform duties or habitual intemperance, or redijedge for advanced age which
interferes with performance of duties for mentapbysical disability that is (or is
likely to become) permanent, subject to appeahéSupreme Court.

Judges are subject to impeachment.
Governor, with consent of Executive Council, may remjodges upon address of
both houses of legislature.

Supreme and superior court judges are subjectpeacthment by the legislature.
Except for Supreme Court justices, judges are stilbjea statutory removal

proceeding that is initiated by the filing of a qolaint by the Supreme Court on its own
motion or the governor or either house of the llegise acting by a majority of its total

membership. Prior to institution of the formal peedings, complaints are usually
referred to the Supreme Court’s Advisory Committeglodicial Conduct, which
conducts a preliminary investigation, makes findig fact and either dismisses the
charges or recommends that formal proceedings bieuitest. The Supreme Court's
determination is based on a plenary hearing praegdlthough the Court is supplied
with a record created by the Committee. The formatusory removal hearing may be
either before the Supreme Court sittiermgbanc or before three justices or judges (or
combination thereof) specifically designated byehiistice.

If Supreme Court certifies to governor that it amsea Supreme Court or superior

court judge is so incapacitated as to substantplyent the judge from performing the
duties of office, the governor appoints a commissiothode persons to inquire into the

circumstances. On their recommendation, the governay retire the justice or judge
from office, on pension, as may be provided by law.

New Mexico ......ccooueunnnee Judges are subject to impeachment.

Vacancies on Supreme or
district courts &iled by
gubernatorial appointrfrent

among threennioees submitted
by Commission onciaidi
Selection. Vac#s on justice
courts are filled by appointmgnt b
board of county commissioners or
by special election.

Vacancies are filled by governor
and approved by majoritg wbt
five-member Executive Council.

Vacancies on SupreouetC
and superior court, couisfrict,
tax, and roipai courts are filled
by govermith advice and
consent of Senate.

Vacancies on Supreme Court,

Upon recommendation of the Judicial Standards Casimn, the Supreme Court may Court of Appeals asttidi

discipline or remove a judge for willful misconductaffice, willful and persistent

failure or inability to perform duties or habituatemperance, or retire a judge for
disability that seriously interferes with perfornecanof duties and is (or is likely to
become) permanent.

New YOrk .....ccoooevrcecrnenne All judges are subject to impeachment.

Court of Appeals and Supreme Court judges may bved by two-thirds
concurrence of both houses of legislature.

Court of claims, county court, surrogate’s court, ifgroourt, civil and criminal court
(NYC) and district court judges may be removedwg-thirds vote of the Senate on

recommendation of governor.

courts are filled lgyibernatorial
appointment frames submitted
by judicial nmating commission.

Vacancies on Court of Appeals
and appellate division of Supreme
Court are filled by governor with
advice and consehBenate, from
among nominees rewamded by
judicial nominating commission.

Commission on Judicial Conduct may determine thiatlge be admonished, censured Vacancies in elgctigeships

or removed from office for cause, or retired for disighisubject to appeal to the
Court of Appeals.

North Carolina............... Upon recommendation of Judicial Standards ComnrisSapreme Court may censure
or remove a court of appeals or trial court judgewdlful misconductin office, willful
and persistent failure to perform duties, habito@perance, conviction of a crime
involving moral turpitude, conduct prejudicial toetadministration of justice that
brings the office into disrepute, or mental or phgbiacapacity that interferes with

the performance of duties and is (or is likely &xbme) permanent.

Upon recommendation of Judicial Standards Commmissiseven-member panel of the
court of appeals may censure or remove (for theeabeasons) any Supreme Court judge.

North Dakota Supreme and district court judges are subject eachment for habitual
intemperance, crimes, corrupt conduct, malfeasanogsalemeanor in office. Governor
may remove county judges after hearing.

All judges are subject to recall election.

On recommendation of Commission on Judicial Quadiiibns or on its own motion,
Supreme Court may suspend a judge without salagnvjidge pleads guilty or no
contest or is found guilty of a crime punishableagglony under state or federal law
or any other crime involving moral turpitude undeattlaw. If conviction is reversed,
suspension terminates and judge is paid salarpddod of suspension. If conviction
becomes final, judge is removed by Supreme Court.

Upon recommendation of Commission on Judicial Qigations, Supreme Court may
censure or remove a judge for willful misconduciful failure to perform duties,
willful violation of the code of judicial conduct drabitual intemperance. The Court
may also retire a judge for disability that serigusterferes with the performance of
duties and is (or is likely to become) permanent.

(outside NYC) aréefil at next
general election for full term;
until election, governor makes
appointment (with consent of
Senate if in session).

Vacancies on Suprerpeaksp
and superior eots are filled by
gubernatorialoamnent until
next general etmtti

Vacancies on Supreme and
district courts atiedi by
gubernatorial appointment from
nominees submitted by Judicial
Nominating Committegilunext
general election, wmEsvernor
calls for acegleslection to fill
vacancy for remainalieterm.
Vacancies onrntgicourts are
filled by appointment by board of
county commissionensifnames
submitted by nonaiting
commission.
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JUDICIARY

REMOVAL OF JUDGES AND FILLING OF VACANCIES — Continued

State or other
jurisdiction How removed Vacancies: how filled
OO e Judges are subject to impeachment. Vacancies are filled by guber-
Judges may be removed by concurrent resolutiowofthirds members of both natorial appointment unékt
houses of legislature or removed for cause upamgfibf a petition signed by 15 percent general @ecvhen successor is
of electors in preceding gubernatorial election. elected to fill unexpired term. If
The Board of Commissioners on Grievances and Diseipf the Judiciary may unexpired term ends witbire
disqualify a judge from office when judge has béwdicted for a crime punishable as a  year followingtselection,
felony under state or federal law. Board may also renoowispend a judge for willful  appointment is madeuioexpired
and persistent failure to perform duties, habiinggmperance, conduct prejudicial to the term.
administration of justice or which would bring thffice into disrepute, or suspension
from practice of law, or retire a judge for physicalmental disability that prevents
discharge of duties. Judge may appeal action to Swpfeourt.

Oklahoma . Judges are subject to impeachment for willful negééatuty, corruption in office, Vacancies on Supre@ueurt,

habitual intemperence, incompetency or any offenselving moral turpitude. Court of Appeals, and Court of

Upon recommendation of Council on Judicial Compgichief justice of Supreme Criminal Appeals aliedi by
Court may bring charges against any judge in the Gmuthe Judiciary. Court on the governor form listandidates
Judiciary may order removal of judge for gross negbéatuty, corruption in office, submitted by judiciabminating
habitual drunkenness, an offense involving moral tug#t gross partiality in office, commission. For Cafrippeals
or oppression in office. Judge may also be retired (aitivithout salary) for mental vacancies, judgelected to fill
or physical disability that prevents performancelofies, or for incompetence to unexpired term at general
perform duties. election.

Oregon ..c.oceeeeeeeeerercenneeens On recommendation of Commission on Judicial Fitn&sgpreme Court may remove Vacancies on Supreme Court
a judge for conviction of a felony or crime invahg moral turpitude, willful misconduct court of agpe and circuit courts
in office, willful or persistent failure to perfornudlicial duties, habitual intemperance, are filledypernatorial appoint-
illegal use of narcotic drugs or willful violatiasf rules of conduct prescribed by Supreme ment,| metit general election
Court of general incompetence. A judge may alsoelieed for mental or physical when judge is selectefill
disability after certification by Commission. Judgey appeal to Supreme Court. unexpired term.

Pennsylvania .......ccccc..... All judges are subject to impeachment for misdemeanoffice. By gubernatorial appointment

Upon complaint by Judicial Conduct Board, Courtiofliciary Discipline may (with advice and conserfbehate),
remove a judge subject to appeal to Supreme Court. from names submitted by appro-
priate nominating commission.
Appointee serves until next
election if the election is more than
10 months after vacancy occurred.
Rhodelsland ................. All judges are subject to impeachment. Vacancies on Supreme Court are

South Carolina ...............

South Dakota .........cc.....

The Supreme Court on its own motion may suspenaigg who pleaded guilty or no  filled by the two hesi®f the
contest or was found guilty of a crime punishaldeadelony under state or federal law  legislaturgrand committee
or any other crime involving moral turpitude. until the next election. In case of
Upon recommendation of the Commission on Judicialife and Discipline, the a judge’s temporary inapilit
Supreme Court may censure, suspend, reprimand aveefrom office a judge guilty governor may appointeason to
of a serious violation of the canons of judicidiies or for willful or persistent failure fill vacay. Vacancies on superior,

to perform duties, a disabling addiction to alcqtusligs or narcotics, or conduct that family andréiscourts are filled
brings the office into disrepute. The Supreme Coway rlso retire a judge for physical by gubernatorfantment
or mental disability that seriously interferes witte performance of duties and is (with advice ansent of Senate).

(or is likely to become) permanent.

Whenever the Commission recommends removal of aegup Court justice, the
Supreme Court transmits the findings to the Speekéne House of Representatives,
recommending the initiation of proceedings for tamoval of the justice by resolution
of the legislature.

Judges are subject to removal by impeachment gobgrnor on address of two-thirds ~ Vacancies on thgr&ne
of each house of the legislature. Court, court of appeals, and circuit
Upon review of findings of fact, conclusions of lawdaecommendation of the Board court are filled byfqiublic vote
of Commissioners on Judicial Standards, the Supi@met can discipline, suspend, of general assenftoly list of
remove, retire or hold in contempt a judge who esn convicted of a crime of moral nominees supphiggudicial
turpitude, has violated the Code of Judicial Condudhe Rules of Professional screening committee.
Conduct, persistently failed to perform his judidiaties, or is persistently incompetent
or neglectful in the performance of his judicialiés or is habitually intemperate,
consistently fails to timely issue his official ordedgcrees, or opinions or otherwise
perform his official duties without just cause oicase, or for disability.

Supreme Court justices and circuit court judgessabgect to removal by impeachment. Vacancies one3ng and
Upon recommendation of Judicial Qualifications Coission, Supreme Court may circuit courts are filledgogper-
remove a judge from office. natorial appointment from names

submitted by Judicial Qualifications
Commission for balance of
unexpired term.

Judges are subject to impeachment for misfeasaneeldeasance in office. Vacancies on Supreme, circuit,

Upon recommendation of the Court on the Judicidry,legislature (by criminal, and chancery courts are
concurrent resolution) may remove a judge for willfusconduct in office or filled by gubernatorial appin
physical or mental disability. ment until next biennial election.
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METHODS FOR REMOVAL OF JUDGES AND FILLING OF VACANCIES — Continued

State or other
jurisdiction How removed Vacancies: how filled
LIS TE O Supreme Court, court of appeals and district cpueiges are subject to removal by Vacancies on agteeind
impeachment or by joint address of both houses. district courts are filled by guber-
Supreme Court may remove district judges from offigistrict judges may remove natorial appointment ungiktin
county judges and justices of the peace. general election, at which time a
Upon recommendation of removal by State Commissiodudicial Conduct, successor is chosen. Vacancies o
Supreme Court selects review tribunal. Decisionesfew tribunal may be appealed to  county courtdiieel by appoint-
the Supreme Court. ment by county commissioner’s
court until next election when
successor is chosen. Vacancies on
municipal courts are filled by
governing body of municipality for
remainder of unexpired term.
Utah s All judges, except justices of the peace, are suhieimpeachment. Vacancies on Supreme, district
Following investigations and hearings, the Judi€lahduct Commission may order and circuit courtsfiflied by
the reprimand, censure, suspension, removal ofunvary retirement of any judge for ~ gubernatoriapaimtment from
willful misconduct, final conviction of a crime pishable as a felony under state or candidates staxrtity appro-
federal law, willful or persistent failure to perforjedicial duties, disability that priate nominatiegmmission.
seriously interferes with performance, or conduefjydicial to the administration of
justice that brings the judicial office into disrepuPrior to implementation, the Supreme
Court reviews the order.
Lay justices of the peace may be removed for wifiiiure to participate in judicial
education program.
Vermont .......cccoceeveeinnnns Upon review of the findings of the Judicial CondBctard, all judges are subject to If Senate is 8s&m, vacancies
impeachment. on Supreme, superior, and district
Supreme Court may discipline, impose sanctionsoosuspend from duties any courts are filled by govemmioh,
judge in the state. advice and consent of Senate, from
list of nominees submitted by
judicial nominating board. Other-
wise, by governor’s appointment
from nominees list.
Virginia .o All judges are subject to impeachment. If General Assembly is in session,
Upon certification of charges against judge by Judikigliry and Review vacancies are filled by majority
Commission, Supreme Court may remove a judge. vote of both houses. Otherwise by
gubernatorial appointment, with
appointee serving until 30 days
after commencement of next
legislative session.
Washington ........ccccoceeeeee A judge of any court of record is subject to impeaent. Vacancies on appellate and
After notice, hearing and recommendation by JutliQiaalifications Commission, general trial courte ditled by
Supreme Court may censure, suspend or remove a jodgiolating a rule of judicial gubernatorial apptment until
conduct. The Supreme Court may also retire a judgdigability that seriously next general electionemisucces-
interferes with the performance of duties and isigdikely to become) permanent. sor is electefiltoemainder of
term.
West Virginia.......c.ccoe.... Judges are subject to impeachment for maladministracorruption, incompetency, Vacancies on appellate a
gross immorality, neglect of duty or any crime osdeémeanor. general trial courts are filled by
Upon review of recommendations of the Judicial ktepBoard, the Supreme gubernatorial appointment. If
Court of Appeals may censure or suspend a judgarfpiviolation of the judicial unexpired term is lekan two
code of ethics or retire a judge who is incapalflpesforming duties because of years (or such asfehfiperiod not
advancing age, disease or physical or mental infirmity exceeding three years), appointee
serves for remainder of term. If
unexpired term is more than three
years, appointee serves until next
general election, at which time
successor is chosen to fill
remainder of term.
WisConsin .......cccocunvunnnns All judges are subject to impeachment. Vacancies on Supreme Court,
Supreme Court, court of appeals and circuit caufggs are subject to removal by court of appealscandit courts
address of both houses of legislature with twoethiof members concurring, and by are filled by gnbtarial appoint-
recall election. ment from nominees submitted by
As judges of courts of record must be licensedrézfice law in state, removal of nominating comnussi

judge may also be by disbarment.

Upon review of the findings of fact, conclusionslafv and recommendation of the
Judicial Commission, the Supreme Court may repripaensure, suspend or remove
for cause or disability any judge or justice fowiiful violation of a rule of the Code of
Judicial Ethics, willful or persistent failure to perfoofficial duties, habitual intemperance,
due to consumption of intoxicating beverages orafsgangerous drugs, which
interferes with the proper performance of judiciafiéls, or conviction of a felony.
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JUDICIARY

State or other
jurisdiction How removed Vacancies: how filled
WYOMIiNg ....ccceevveereennnnes All judges, except justices of peace, are subjedtnpeachment. Vacancies are filled by governor
Upon recommendation of Judicial Supervisory Comiuoissthe Supreme Court may  from list of three noregeub-
retire or remove a judge. mitted by judicial nominating
After a hearing before the panel of three disftidges, the Supreme Court may commission. Vacarwigsistice
remove justices of the peace. of peace courts are filled by
appointment by county
commissioners until next general
election.

Dist. of Columbia........... Commission on Judicial Disabilities and Tenure memove a judge upon conviction Vacancies are fillegiagident
of felony (including a federal crime), for willful m¢onduct in office, willful and of United States, witbnsent of
persistent failure to perform judicial duties or fither conduct prejudicial to the U.S. Senate, fistof persons
administration of justice which brings the officadrdisrepute. recommended by Judicial Nomi-

nating Commission.

Puerto RiCO ....cccvvecvrennne Supreme Court justices are subject to impeachnuerttéason, bribery or other Vacancies are fillednaisitial

felonies and misdemeanors involving moral turpitude

Supreme Court may remove other judges for causprasded by judiciary act) after

a hearing on charges brought by order of chiefgestivho disqualifies self from final
proceedings.

selection.

Source: American Judicature Society (Summer 1997). UseH pérmis-
sion.
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