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WESTE,RN Western Govemors’ Association
G‘OVERNORS’ Policy Resolution 2017-01

Building @ Stronger State-Fedeml Relationship

A. PREAMBLE

The Governors of the West ar€ proud of their uniqueé role in governing and serving the citizens
of this great nation. They recognize that the posi tion they 0ccupPy = the chief elected official of 2
sovereign state ~ jmposes upor them enormous responsib'ﬂity and confers upor them
tremendous oppommity. Moreover, the faithful discharge of their obligations is central to the
success of the Great American Experiment-

1t was, after all, the states that confederated to form a MOre perfect union by creating @ national
govemment of limited and defined powers- The grant of specific respor\sibilities for irreducibly

common interests = such as national defense and interstate commerce — Was prilliantly designed
to make the whole stronger than the sum of its parts-

The genius of American democracy 18 predicated on the separation of powers among pranches
of govemment (viz. the legislative, executive and judiciary) and the division of power between
the federal and state govemmants (federalism). Under the American version of federalism, the
powers of the federal govemment are narrow, enumerated and defined. The powers of the
states, on the other hand, aré vast and indefinite. States are responsible for executing all powers
of governance not speciﬁcally pestowed t0 the federal govemment by the us. Constitution-
This principle is memorialized in the Tenth Amendment, which states in its entirety, “The
powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, 1O prohibited by itto the States,
are reserved t0 the States respect'wely, or to the people 4

This reservation of power t0 the states respects the differences petween regions and peoples- 1t
WESTERN recognizes 2 right to se\f-deter.minahon atalocal level. 1t rejects the notion that one siz€ fits all,
GOVERNORS' and it provides for arich tapestry of local cultures, economies and environments-
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